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CHRISTIANITY TAKING OVER PLANET?

What is the fastest-growing religion on Earth?
Most news reports suggest it is Islam. A new
book, “Megashift” by Jim Rutz coins a new phrase
to define this fast-growing segment of the popula-
tion. He calls them “core apostolics” or “the new
saints who are at the heart of the mushrooming
kingdom of God.” He says most surveys look at
the traditional Protestant denominations and the
Roman Catholic Church while ignoring Christian
believers who have no part of either. Some call
them “The Third Wave.”

He says, “The growing core of Christianity
crosses theological lines and includes 707 million
born-again people who are increasing by eight per
cent a year. So fast is this group growing that, un-
der current trends, the entire world will be com-
posed of such believers by the year 2032. Until
1960, Western evangelicals outnumbered non-
Western evangelic by two to one. As of 2000,
non-Western evangelicals outnumbered Western-
ers by four to one. By 2010 the ratio will likely be
seven to one. There are now more missionaries
sent from non-Western nations than from Western
nations.

“This trend has been missed by Westerners be-
cause the explosive growth is elsewhere. Hun-
dreds of millions of these Christians are simply
not associated with the institutional churches at
all. They meet in homes. They meet underground.
They meet in caves. They meet in secret.

“It is the supernatural that is driving this
movement. There are myriad documented healings
and dramatic cases of resurrections—not near-
death experiences, but real resurrections of actual
corpses!

“When | was a kid in Sunday School, | was
really impressed that 3,000 people were saved on
the Day of Pentecost. | thought, “Wow! That’ll
never happen again!” Yet, it now happens around
the globe every 25 minutes. By tomorrow, there
will be 175,000 more Christians than there are to-
day.

“Very few people realize the nature of life on
Earth is going through a major change. We are
seeing a megashift in the basic direction of human
history. Until our time, the ancient war between

good and evil was hardly better than a stalemate.
Now all has changed. The Creator, whose epic
story flows through the pages of Scripture, has
begun to dissolve the strongholds of evil. This
new drama is being played out every hour around
the globe, accompanied sometimes by mind-
bending miracles.”
(Reported by WorldNetDaily.com)

(Note from Elaine: 1 was pondering this article
recently when the Lord dropped these words into
my heart: “Israel (i.e. the church) hath returned
unto her (inward) idols.” 1 was reminded of the
calf they made and worshipped in the wilderness.
They worshipped a beast, even that self-nature
which wants to be like God. Then, | heard, “The
idol worshippers have tired of their (outward)
idols and are turning unto the living God!”)

GOD’S KINGDOM COMING Bill

One need not use fear tactics to catch the at-

tention of the people. Though there may be some

veracity to these hair-raising tales, yet God has

another plan for you and I, because the judgments

are for those who are purposely working against
the true “move of God.”

In the article just preceding, it speaks of “pow-
erful answers to the sincere prayers of the new
category of believer, including believe it or not,
hundreds of dramatic cases of resurrection.” It
sounds like the last great revival previous to God’s
Kingdom coming in such a mighty way that it
moves across the earth as “the waters cover the
sea.”

This was shown to Claude Allen back in 1946.
He saw humanity as a



unbelievable. The Christians are in unity. The
Baptists are standing beside the Orthodox people,
which is amazing because the Orthodox hated us
before.”

“Religious tension has been high in Ukraine
since they gained their independence in 1991. At
that time there were only 250,000 evangelical
Christians, but today there are three million adher-
ents. Yuschenko’s victory shows that evangelical
churches have become a powerful force.

“Adelaja’s church, which meets in 34 locations
in Kiev on Sundays, is considered Europe’s larg-
est. This pastor is a Nigerian who studied at a
communist university in the former Soviet Union.
Some old-regime politicians have tried several
times to deport him. “They claim that | use ‘black
magic’ to win converts,” Adelaja said. “They say
it is a disgrace that a black man is teaching
Ukrainians.” Because of the size of his congrega-
tion, and because of his race, he has borne much
resistance from government forces. He was for-
bidden to travel out of the country from 1997 to
2000. He has been told he does not have the right
to preach and that his members have become
“zombies”

“They tell me it is impossible to see a drug ad-
dict delivered, so | invite them to come to see
1,000 people who are free from drugs,” said Ade-
laja, who is not the only African leading a church
in this predominantly white nation.

“Henry Madava, a Pentecostal from Zimbabwe,
pastors the second-largest congregation in Kiev, a
8,000-member Victory Church. Madava said he
saw the direct intervention of God in the presiden-
tial election. “God is totally removing the corrup-
tion that has ruled this country for 13 years,” he
said. “God is bringing an awareness in the people
of their freedom. It used to be that Christians here
were passive and intimidated. Not any more!
Every Christian leader has been in the streets.
Now Christians know they have authority.”.

THE BLOOD COVENANT

Part 15 Elaine

“That at that time ye were without Christ,
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel,
and strangers from the covenants of promise,
having no hope and without God in the world.”
Blood Covenant is an eastern concept. We were
strangers to the covenant of promise. A foreigner
is one who is not in covenant, but a stranger is one

who is in covenant, but doesn’t know what the
covenant is. The power in the Blood of Jesus is the
power behind the Covenant. The blood ratifies
(confirms, makes valid) the covenant. Who is the
covenant maker? Any man can make a covenant
with another, but he has to have the ability to ful-
fill that covenant. And, we know that only Jesus
has the power to fulfill the covenant promises He
made with man.

In the East, a Blood Covenant is more powerful
than a natural-born relationship. They have a
phrase, “Blood is thicker than milk.” This means
that a covenant entered into by two people is more
powerful than any family relationship. A Blood
Covenant man is afforded all the rights of a family
member. He could see the sister unveiled, whereas
no other man except family members may see her
like this.

Very seldom would one see a covenant broken
in the East. If it happened, the wife and mother of
the covenant breaker would turn him over to the
destroyers, and they would pursue his family for
four generations.

Psalm 84:10 says, “For a day in thy courts is
better than a thousand. I had rather be a door-
keeper in the house of my God than to dwell in the
tents of wickedness.” The meaning of “door-
keeper” means “one that is on the inside of the
door that looks after the door on which the blood
of the sacrifice is placed. It’s talking about some-
one in covenant. David is saying, “l would rather
be in covenant for one day than to spend a thou-
sand years outside of covenant!”

Amos speaks of the Day of the Lord and since
we are entering into that day, we should consider
what it means. Amos 5:16-20, “Therefore the
Lord, the God of hosts, the Lord, saith thus,
Wailing shall be in all streets; and they shall say
in all the highways, Alas! Alas! And they shall call
the husbandman to mourning, and such as are
skilful of lamentation to wailing. And in all vine-
vards shall be wailing: for I will pass through
(abar--to pass by, go in front of) thee, saith the
Lord. Woe unto you that desire the day of the
Lord! To what end is it for you? The day of the
Lord is darkness, and not light. As if a man did
flee from a lion, and a bear met him; or went into
the house, and leaned his hand on the wall, and a
serpent bit him. Shall not the day of the Lord be
darkness, and not light? Even very dark; and no
brightness in it?”



The Day of the Lord is the Day when the Lord
once again passes through the land, being strong
on behalf of those who are under the Blood. So,
the Day of the Lord is joy for some and sorrow
and grief and gnashing of teeth to others. It was
very plain to see from the accounts of deliverance
that came out of the Tsunami in Asia that the Lord
made a difference to those who were under the
Blood!

I am quite aware that many of the younger gen-
eration who have not beheld any wondrous works
of God, attribute the Tsunami solely to natural
causes. Their mind searches for natural causes for
natural disasters. Yet, the Lord claims that He is
the Author and the Doer of it! Saints of all ages
have taken comfort from Psa. 46:1-3, “God is our
refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be
removed, and though the mountains be carried
into the midst of the sea;, Though the waters
thereof roar and be troubled, though the moun-
tains shake with the swelling thereof.”” \erse 8
tells us, “Come, behold the works of the Lord,
what desolations he hath made in the earth.”

Zephaniah 1:7-9 says, “Hold thy peace at the
presence of the Lord God.: for the day of the Lord
is at hand: for the Lord hath prepared a sacrifice;
he hath bid his guests (set apart, consecrated).”
The Lord is the host here. He is pouring out the
Blood upon the threshold. “And it shall come to
pass in the day of the Lord’s sacrifice, that I will
punish the princes, and the king’s children, and
all such as are clothed with strange apparel
(adopted the ways of the pagans). In the same
day also will I punish all those that leap on the
threshold, which fill their masters’ houses with
violence and deceit.” These are they who step on
the blood of the covenant and esteem it not. “They
say in their heart, The Lord will not do good, nei-
ther will he do evil.” (He is not concerned—this
is what many “king’s kids” are saying!).

When Jesus came, it was not the Day of the
Lord. It was the Day of the Lamb when the Sacri-
fice was poured out. Vs. 9, “For God hath not ap-
pointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our
Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether
we wake or sleep, we should live together with
him.”

THE SONG OF THE BRIDE

Part 33 Elaine Cook

Song of Solomon 5:6, “I opened to my be-
loved; but my beloved had withdrawn himself,
and was gone: my soul failed when he spake: |
sought him, but I could not find him; I called
him, but he gave me no answer.”

To “open the door” is to yield and obey the
Spirit through faith so that Christ may be our all in
all. Let us now fill our alabaster boxes with the
precious myrrh of repentance, of communion and
prayer, yielding to the Holy Spirit. Let us search
for every bolt that has barred the door to our Be-
loved. No bolt can stand before our deeper adora-
tion, obedience and prayer, lying at His feet in ut-
ter humility.

He had continued knocking at the door of her
heart until He roused her from slumber. She loved
Him alone and knew His voice, but He was not
content to let her remain in a place of satisfaction
of answered prayers, spiritual experiences, and
prophetic words. He was calling her to come apart
with Him, to leave everything to come into a
higher place of revelation and separation unto
Himself.

The bride may not intentionally refuse Him.
She feels she must finish what she is doing, and
fulfill her commitment to her fellow man or to her
family. There may be some “Christian work” that
is demanding her attention. Or, she may continue
resting and enjoying the admiration of those about
her. We are happy to be called but often we let
some small thing hinder us from obeying His
Voice. Sometimes we are lulled to sleep by good
resolutions. We can see ourselves, by the eye of
the Spirit, possessing all He has shown us. This is
so deceptive that we settle down to sleep, dream-
ing this delightful dream, and fail to gird up our
loins and follow after Him.

When the true Bride awakens and opens the
door and does not find Him there, her heart bleeds
for Him. She feels she must find him even though
it means intense suffering. She will not return to
her passive state and wait for him to come and
seek her. She steps out into the darkness, not un-
derstanding why He went on, and plunges into the
night to seek Him whom her soul loveth. This in-
tense seeking after her Beloved presents new
problems from unexpected sources!

Vs. 5:7 “The watchmen that went about the
city found me; they smote me; they wounded
me; the keepers of the walls took away my veil
from me.” The shepherds in the third chapter had
pointed out the way to her so that she was able to



find her Beloved. But, in this passage, the watch-
men are backslidden and resent the hunger and the
repentance of the bride. They are embarrassed that
any should seek Him more diligently than they.
Nothing will stir up persecution faster than to have
a poor, hungry soul run ahead of the shepherd.
This brings conviction to the shepherds who, un-
less they pursue after Him also, must revile the
one who has thus shamed them.

We are all aware of watchmen who had lulled
us to slumber by their soothing words, and who
warned us of fanaticism—of “going too far” in our
search for Him. They wanted us to sleep and be
satisfied like the rest of the sheep who lie docile in
their stalls. “Don’t rock the boat” seems to be the
watchword. Don’t bestir the others and cause them
to be discontented. Leave well enough alone!
They hinder, rather than assist, the bride in her
search for a deeper walk with her Lord.

When she found He had gone on and left her
behind, she no longer had any arguments about
soiling her feet or getting up to open the door.
No—she heeded not the remonstrances of the
watchmen who tried to silence her voice with
thinly-veiled threats. They accused her of emo-
tionalism and a desire to be seen, of disturbing the
peace of the flock. With such words they beat her
and took away her veil.

To an eastern woman, to take away her veil
meant she was a harlot for only harlots go un-
veiled. The watchmen taking her veil is a symbol
of persecution, misrepresentation, and casts slurs
upon her zeal for the Lord. These slurs are echoed
by the sheep who always follow the shepherds, no
matter where they lead, not discerning the Voice
of the True Shepherd and Bishop of their souls
who calls every hungry heart to a closer walk with
Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach.

FROM MY PRAYER TIMES Elaine
1. Lessons from lIsaiah: The Lord dropped Isa.
52:14 into my heart: “...his visage was so marred
more than any man....” He caused us to under-
stand that when we do not show the Lord’s nature
as it truly is, but instead show the carnal man, we
are “marring the Lord’s visage.”

One of our spiritual daughters who is going
through very deep waters is leaning entirely upon
the Lord and people are marvelling at the smile on
her countenance. | would say she is glorifying the
face of the Lord! So it would seem that, by our
attitudes, we either mar or glorify His visage!

Lesson #2: As | waited before Him, | heard:
“the Lamb upon the throne.” (We think of the
King upon the throne, but it is the One with the
Lamb nature Who is upon the throne!) This was
followed by these words: “I hid not My face
from shame and spitting.” (Isa. 50:6). Spitting
is” “ to eject saliva violently or forcefully; to spit
in a person’s face is the ultimate insult and act of
shame to him.” | heard the Spirit say that in spit-
ting in Jesus’ face, man imparted unto Him the
shame of the curse he walked under. This is the
point at which man’s curse from the fall was im-
parted unto Jesus. When | asked the Lord to clar-
ify this, He said it was like when the priest laid
hands on the animal to be sacrificed and imparted
man’s sins unto it. (No priest would do this at His
trial, for they knew not that He was the Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world for them). | saw
how Jesus hid not His face from receiving our
curse, to bear it so that man might be released
from it! Mat. 27:29,30 gives the scene: “And when
they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it
upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and
they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him,
saying, Hail, King of the Jews! And they spit
upon him, and took the reed, and smote him on
the head.”

2. Examined by Scourging: On the day we call
Palm Sunday the little lamb who was to be offered
for the people at Passover was paraded through
Jerusalem. It was kept in the outer court of the
temple for four days to be examined by the people
to determine that it was truly without spot or
blemish and was a suitable offering. Shortly after
the lamb was led through the city, Jesus followed
the same route. He also was to be examined (to
test, or determine) to see if He were a suitable of-
fering! For the following days, the hardest ques-
tions were put to him by the Pharisees, and when
He was apprehended, He was “examined by
scourging.”

Paul also was to be “examined by scourging”
until they found he was a free man and a Roman
I’m not sure of the reason for this custom, but the
Lord brought this term to me in prayer. It could be
that His reaction—whether blessing or cursing,
would prove His true origin. A person being
beaten might confess their guilt or their innocence,
but Jesus did neither. As a lamb before his shear-
ers is dumb, so He opened not His mouth.

The Spirit whispered to me, “Sometimes | ex-
amine you by scourging (that He might see our



reaction to opposition and we would thus learn our
own heart!)

3. Heathen for Thine Inheritance: The Spirit
dropped this verse into my heart: “For those that
sat in darkness have seen a great light” Isa. 9:2.
Then He spoke, “I have heard the groanings of the
prisoners and have come down (Psa. 102:20; Ex.
2:23-25). For have | not promised thee the heathen
for thine inheritance? And as you are being pre-
pared to possess your spiritual inheritance in Me,
shall I not begin to prepare the hearts of these who
shall be yours because the Father has given them
unto thee to love and to nurture. Be thou faithful
in so doing.” (John Ch. 17)

This word pricked my heart, for | realized that |
had been thinking of my inheritance as having the
fullness of the Lord’s Spirit. That was something
for myself. The priests in Old Testament times did
not receive an inheritance in the land, for the Lord
was their inheritance! This is what | had been
concentrating on—having the Lord for my inheri-
tance. And now the Lord turned my focus on the
heathen, as if to say, “Don’t forget, these are your
inheritance also!”

So, | concluded that our inheritance is three-
fold: 1. The Lord is our inheritance.
2. The heathen are our inheritance.
3. The sure mercies of David (that we should
not know corruption) are our inheritance).

WHO IS ON THE LORD’S SIDE?
Faith Williams
(Faith was recently at a meeting where there was a
mixture of kingdom and New Age believers. The
Lord dropped this word into her heart and it stayed
there for some days until He gave her more words
in the form of this poem. Elaine)

Who is on the Lord’s side? Hear the clarion call
Unto those who ve heard His, “Will you give your
all?”

Who has read the silent writing on the wall,

From the hand of Him who stood in Pilate’s
Judgment Hall.

Time to face the plumb-line of the Pattern shown
Time to surely know that we are not our own.
Words that we have spoken—is our testimony sure
When the furnace is heated—even seven times
more?

Have we chosen wisely—Iloving not our life

In the midst of battle, tempest, test and strife

Is Christ truly our Pattern—His earth-walk our
own?

Will we pay the price—to sit with Him in His
throne?

His trumpets now are sounding—A message loud
and clear

Are there those who love Him wholly—hold not
their lives as dear?

“To him that overcometh”—the message has not
changed

“To him that overcometh”—the fires are not
strange!

Though some have taken by-paths that will surely
bring them loss

The Voice from the Mount is heard again— Take
up, take up your cross

Sell not your birthright, brethren, let no man take
your crown

Be willing, O be willing—to lay your soul-life
down.

Are our hearts as flint set? Will we follow on?
Night is now upon us—Onward comes the Dawn.
Is He All our heart’s desire?—hear Him ask to-
day:
“Who is on the Lord’s side—who will His voice
obey?”
THE GAZE OF THE SOUL

A. W. Tozer

(I have been reading some of the works of that
wonderful old saint, A.W. Tozer who has a power-
ful word for the church of our day. I feel to share a
few points that particularly impacted me. He is
here giving us a unique explanation of what
“faith” means. Elaine)

Numbers tells us of a time when Israel became
discouraged and spoke against God. He sent fiery
serpents in their midst. When Moses prayed, God
gave him the remedy of the serpent on the pole.
They were instructed to look and live. Jesus ex-
plains to His hearers how to be saved. It is by be-
lieving. And then He refers them to what hap-
pened in the Book of Numbers. We see that
“looking” is synonymous with “believing.”
Though Israel looked with external eyes, believing
is done with the heart. We may conclude that faith
is the gaze of a soul upon a saving God.

Verses that confirm this are: Psa. 34:5; Psa.
123:1-2; Matt. 14:19; John 5:19-21. We are in



structed to run life’s race “looking unto Jesus the
author and finisher of our faith.” Believing, then,
is directing the heart’s attention to Jesus. It is lift-
ing the mind to “behold the Lamb of God,” and
never ceasing that beholding for the rest of our
lives. At first this may be difficult, but it becomes
easier as we look steadily at His wondrous person,
quietly and without strain. Distractions may hin-
der, but once the heart is committed to Him, after
each brief excursion away from Him the attention
will return again and rest upon Him like a wan-
dering bird coming back to its window.

“When we will to establish the heart’s intention
to gaze forever upon Jesus, God takes this inten-
tion for our choice and makes what allowances He
must for the thousand distractions that beset us in
this evil world. He knows that we have set the di-
rection of our hearts toward Jesus, and we can
know it too and comfort ourselves with the knowl-
edge that a habit of soul is forming which will be-
come after a while a sort of spiritual reflex re-
quiring no more conscious effort on our part.

“Now, if faith is the gaze of the heart to God,
and if this gaze is but the raising of the inward
eyes to meet the all-seeing eyes of God, then it
follows that it is one of the easiest things possible
to do. It would be like God to make the most vital
thing easy and place it within the range of possi-
bility for the weakest and poorest of us.

“Looking is of the heart and can be done with-
out special equipment or religious paraphernalia.
It can be done at any time. NO season is superior to
another season for this sweetest of all acts. Neither
does place matter in this blessed work of believing
God. Lift your heart and let it rest upon Jesus and
you are instantly in a sanctuary though it be a
factory or a kitchen. You can see God from any-
where if your mind is set to love and obey Him.
(Excerpt from The Pursuit of God, Christian Pub-
lications).

THE BRETHREN SHARE

1. Amy Carmichael (told by Elaine): My friend
Faith and | were discussing the various ways in
which we are being tested these days and the re-
actions that the Lord is perfecting in us (no more
murmurings or complaining!) She reminded me of
Amy Carmichael, a missionary to India who res-
cued little girls from being sold into a life as tem-
ple prostitutes. She always told the Lord whenever
it was her time to go, she wanted to go quickly and
not have a lingering sickness. The Lord knew

what was best for her and He did not answer that
prayer. Instead, the last 20 years of her life were
spent in the confines of her bedroom. She could sit
up in a chair, but could not go anywhere.

Oh, but out of that lonely room came such gold
of the Spirit! She had this to say: “A trial comes; it
will pass in a few days or months or years We
shall have forgotten it. The way we meet that
trial—our inner attitude toward it, belongs to the
things that are eternal. It will matter 10,000 years
hence, whether we conquered or were conquered
by the temptation to impatience or faithlessness, or
worry, which came when the trial rushed upon us.

“And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be
offended in Me.” Let us turn all our puzzles, all
our temptations to wonder why into opportunities
to receive the blessings of the unoffended!

2. Robert Beecham: From time to time well-
meaning friends remind me of Heb. 10:25, “Not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,
as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another; and so much the more, as you see the
day approaching.” Where and when should we
assemble? All we had to do was turn up at the lo-
cal church, and as long as a few others did the
same, there was an assembly. One serious problem
emerged—"“Was Jesus at the center of the gather-
ing?” Sometimes He was at the fringe and some-
times He wasn’t there at all.

The Greek word for assembling means “a gath-
ering together at...” It doesn’t say where or when.
2 Thes. 2:1 tells us, “Now we beseech you,
brethren, by the presence (or coming) of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering to-
gether to_him.” He is the meeting place! When
we go to church, we meet the other people who go
to church. When we go to Jesus, we meet the other
people who go to Jesus. Jesus said, “Come to
Me.” He is the meeting place.

Now a parable: Once | saw a circle with myself
and others on the circumference. | wanted to get
closer to my brothers and sisters, so | moved
round the circumference in one direction. But as |
got closer to some, | got further away from others.
When 1 reversed my direction it was no better.
Again, | got closer to some, but further away from
others. | gave up and stopped trying to get closer
to my brothers and sisters, and instead moved to-
wards the center of the circle, and others did the
same. And what do you think happened? We all
got closer to each other. And who do you think
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